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Lobby Expose Stirs Flood of Vitriol 


By Drew Pearson 


Thanks for "being so helpful 
to all of us . . 


If the barrage of letters we 
have been receiving from the 
John Birch Society and the 


Liberty Lobbyists is any ba- 
rometer, large 
sections of the 
Nation are 
swinging 
far beyond con- 
servatism 
to the extreme 
right. 

The mail was 
inspired by ra- 
ce n t columns £,\ 
exposing t h e 
Liberty Lobby Pearson 
and the Minutemen, several of 



whom were arrested after the 
discovery of a huge arsenal of 
machine guns, bazookas, and 
a million rounds of ammuni- 
tion in New York State. 

We are not sure how much 
of a fascist trend these letters 
indicate, but since everyone is 
entitled to a day in court, here 
is a sampling taken from 
around the Nation, so the pub- 
lic can judge for itself: 
fSammy Ramagos, Welsh, La. 
— “I hope the Justice Depart- 
ment put (sic) you in front of 
a firing squad and I hope they 
pick me as one of the rifle 
men. You old and mean. And 
liar for money . . . People like 
you are ruining the United 
States of America. I hope the 
Supreme Court would stop 
freedom of press . . 

William McClure, New York 
— “Your attacks are a perfect 
barometer for what the little 
hammer and sickle boys fear. 


James Opray Sr., Portland, 
Ore. — “When are you going to 
get buried? It smells strong 
out here in West Coast . . 

Renee Rowe, Portland, Ore. 
— “I detest your column in the 
Oregon Journal. I am a right 
wing Republican and if I had 
a million dollars I would give 
it to the Republican commit- 
tee. I am not a Bircher but I 
know they are OK. The Com- 
munists are always running 
them down and throwing dirty 
eracks their way. Why don’t 
you quit throwing dirty slambs 
(sic) at Christians. If God is 
with them who can be against 
them?” 

We Want War 

L. L., Los Angeles — “We 
want no peace table — all that 
we want is a all-out atomic war 
against Russia — that’s all we 
ask . . .” 

) Brig. Gen. Joseph B. Vee, 
Charlotte, N.C. — “We know 
very little about Liberty Lob- 
by. However, long ago we 
came to the conclusion that 
anyone or any organization 
that you condemn must be OK. 
If you are for anyone or any 
organization, evidently, they 
are as phony as a three-dollar 
bill ...” j 

Anonymous, San Jose, Calif. 
— “I am a Tightest and I only 
wish I could do more so these 
crackpots, beatniks, bearded 
ones, commie sympathizers, 
dope fiends, etc., do not go too 
far and try to get the upper 
hand in running the country. 


I am a Tightest just trying to 
bring things back to normal 
here before it is too late.” 

Mrs. Audrey Smith, Lake- 
wood, N.Y. — “This Administra- 
tion is so full of Communists 
and President Johnson is their 
patsy. And now he is over 
there promising these small 
nations we will send our boys 
to die when they call . . . Why 
don’t you and your war mon- 
gers go over there and do the 
fighting? . . .” 

| A. H. Hill, Box 456, Blue- 
field, Va. — “When you die, I 
wager the buzzards would re- 
fuse you if you lay on a dump. 
And they love carrion the best. 
No wonder God tried to des-. 
troy your cities and rid the 
world of you ages ago. He lost 
confidence in you more than 
3000 years ago. Destroyed 
whole cities and sent the flood. 
And you talk about Hitler’s 
job on Jews. It was minor. 

[ God knows you.”J 

Sen. Young Rebuts 

On the other hand, there is 
what Sen. Steve Young, (D- 
Ohio), who has studied the 
American scene for many 
years, has to say about the 
extreme right: 

“Fascism again has raised 
its ugly head in our land. The 
lunatic right-wing fringe 
threatens to destroy the civil 
liberties and institutions which 
are the foundations of our 
freedom. They accuse every- 
one that disagrees with their 
brand of ‘Americanism.’ of 
being a Communist or Com- 
munist sympathizer. They 
question the integrity of our 


Supreme Court. They stir 
restentment against participa- 
tion in the United Nations . . . 
They villify foreign-born and 
minority-group American cit- 
izens. They spread seeds of 
suspicion in communities 
throughout the Nation! 

“The John Birch Society and 
the Liberty Lobby and their 
ilk are the real subversive 
organizations of our day and 
should be termed as subver- 
sive organizations by the At- 
torney General of the United 
States along with some de- 
spicable extreme left-w i n g 
groups labeled as such. 

| “There are hundreds of rad- 
ical right-wing organizations 
in the Nation; many, like Lin- 
coln R o c k w e 1 l’s American 
Nazi Party, number only a few 
hundred psychopaths and 
crackbrains each. Others such 
as the Liberty Lobby, the 
Minutemen, Billy James Har- 
gis Christian Crusade, the 
Manion Forum, the National 
Economic Council, Frew Sch- 
wartz Christian Anti-Commu- 
nist Crusade, Americans for 
Constitutional Action, and 
Young Americans for Free- 
dom are larger, well financed, 
and reach millions of Ameri- 
cans through their un-Ameri- 
can propaganda and radio and 
television programs.j 

“Under the guise of jousting 
with alleged Communists, 
these groups undermine our 
basic institutions and try to 
reshape America into a totali- 
tarian-fascist state. Their tac- 
tics are the big lie and the 
wanton smear.” 
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